Modern World History

Analyzing Primary Resources

Name: ________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________________

Directions: Read the following Primary Resources and answer the questions at the end. 

I. The Renaissance Man 

In, The Courtier, Baldassare Castiglione described the type of accomplished person who later came to be called the Renaissance Man. Read below. 


Let the man we are seeking be very bold, stern and always among the first, where the enemy are to be seen; and in every other place, gentle, modest, reserved, above all things avoiding ostentation (showiness) and that impudent (bold) self-praise by which men never excite hatred and disgust in all who hear them….

I would have him more than passably accomplished in letters, at least in those studies that are called the humanities, and conversant not only in the Latin language, but with Greek, for the sake of the many different things that have been admirably written therein. Let him be well versed in the poets, and not less in the orators and historians, and also proficient in writing verse and prose. 

II. The Renaissance Woman

Although Renaissance women were not expected to create art, wealthy women often were patrons of artists, as this letter by Isabella d’Este demonstrates. 
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To Master Leonardo da Vinci, the painter: 

Hearing that you are settled at Florence, we have begun to hope that our cherished desire to obtain a work by your hand might be at length realized. When you are in this city and draw our portrait in carbon, you promised up that you would someday paint in colors. But because this would be almost impossible, since you are unable to come here, we beg you to keep  your promise by converting our portrait into another figure, which would be still more acceptable to us; that is to say, a youthful Christ of about twelve years….executed with all that sweetness and charm of atmosphere which is the peculiar excellence of your art. 

III. Questions
1) Do the qualities called for in the ideal Renaissance man and women seem to emphasize the individual or the group? How do you know? 
2) Isabella d’Este’s portrait was painted by Titian, and Castiglione’s by Raphael, two famous painters. What does this tell you about the subjects’ social status? 
